
[image: image2.jpg]ASH

RIGHTS REAL





[image: image3.jpg]HiPEAmica



[image: image4.jpg]



Invitation to Churches: Workshop on Comprehensive Social Security Reform and Child Support Grant (CSG) Campaign
Black Sash, South African Council of Churches (SACC) 

and Hope Africa 
3 October 2008
Dear Church Leaders

The South African Council of Churches have over the years – through its key programme areas of economic justice and poverty eradication – advocated with civil society and labour for a comprehensive social security system, including a Basic Income Grant as one of the most effective policy means of redressing poverty and inequality inherited as a legacy of apartheid. 

One of the more recent policy strategies toward poverty eradication and the realization of the Millennium Development Goals – we are certain you may have read about – is government's proposed Social Security policy reforms, due to take effect in 2010/2011. 

The Department of Social Development and a civil society working group, comprised of the Black Sash; SACC, SPII (Studies in Poverty and Inequality Institute), Mzansi (formerly the National Welfare Forum), and the FSCC (Financial Sector Campaign Coalition), facilitated four provincial workshops in Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban and Mafeking during August and September 2008. This was a collective effort to make a meaningful and informed contribution to the progressive reform outcome that would represent a hugely important milestone in our country’s history.  
As civil society – and especially the faith based sector - represents many of those most affected by poverty, inequality and unemployment, we want to ensure that their voices are heard during the policy development process.  Along with other civil society groups attending the workshops, we are calling for a new White Paper on Social Security as the existing one (published in 1992) is out of date. A resolution was also taken by civil society at the workshops, calling on government to ratify the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

During August and September 2008 – as a commitment to evidence based research for appropriate social security policies - 11 civil society structures - including Black Sash, SACC and Hope Africa – coordinated National Poverty Hearings, spearheaded by African Monitor. These events, and current campaigns, such as the Ten days of activism for the Child Support Grant, led by Black Sash and Alliance for Children’s Entitlement to Social Security (ACESS) is further evidence of civil society working together towards ensuring a developmental State. In this way we are all helping to realize the objectives of our Constitution – ensuring access especially for the marginalized and vulnerable to their socio-economic rights - and making South Africa a home for all. 
In this regard, we respectfully request you to diarise the following important dates in October 2008: 17th and 21st. 
The 17th of October is International Poverty Day, which marks the release of both the National Poverty Hearings Report, as well as the Comprehensive Social Reform Proposals Reform Report.  
21st October is when the Minister of Finance is scheduled to table the MTBPS in Parliament – which is also when we will hand over the signatures of the Black Sash and ACESS CSG Campaign Petition. Our hope is that support will be given to these events through the workshop detailed below.  

The Black Sash, SACC and Hope Africa hereby wish to invite you to a 1- day workshop, specifically tailored for Church Leaders (both nationally and from the Western Cape). We hope that the information shared at this workshop will be communicated far and wide in the churches. We also hope that deliberations on this day will lead to the endorsement and support for both the CSG Campaign, and the call for a White Paper on Social Security. 

What 
: Workshop on Social Security and Retirement Reform Proposals

Date

: Tuesday – 14th  October 2008 

Where 
: Marsh Memorial Homes, 16 Norton Way, Rondebosch, Cape Town
                     (see map below) 
Time
: 08h30 – 17h00  - Lunch and Tea will be provided. 
Delegates to be seated by 09h00 for the Opening Address by the Most Reverend Thabo Makgoba, Archbishop of Cape Town.
Ratula Beukman and Elroy Paulus – Black Sash

Nomzamo Landingwe – Hope Africa

Keith Vermeulen – South African Council of Churches 

· For more information about the Social Security Reform Proposals, please visit the Black Sash Website www.blacksash.org.za or click on the URL’s below:

 Read the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

The Black Sash presented a number of key reform proposals during the      workshop.

· View our presentation on Social Assistance reform 

· View our presentation on Health Financing reform 

· View our presentation on Unemployment Insurance reform 

· View our presentation on Institutional Arrangements reform 

· Read our report on Institutional Arrangements reform 

· Read the Social Security Departments consultation report 

· Read the Social Development Department's discussion document 

See the SACC, website www.sacc-ct.org.za and click on:

“Campaigns” http://www.sacc-ct.org.za/campaigns.html  for reference to our work with civil society and labour alliances in the Peoples Budget Campaign and the Basic Income Grant Coalition. 
These provide common platforms for SACC Churches’ support for Comprehensive Social Security, the Taylor Committee of Inquiry’s recommendations for poverty eradication, including a Basic Income Grant.
For more information about Hope Africa, please visit: www.hopeafrica.org.za/index.asp 
Map to Marsh Memorial Homes:
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